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places, sugar-cane are the principal products of the irrigated areas,
but elsewhere various kinds of millet are grown for food; on
detached areas of only moderately fertile black soil on the Madras
Deccans cotton is cultivated. Owing partly to the relative poverty
of the soil the yield per acre of indigenous cotton is here lower than
elsewhere in peninsular India; but farther south, on the .hilly
Archaean country below the Eastern Ghats, Cambodia, a variety oi
American origin, is superior both in quality and in output. The
uncertainty of the rainfall brings the greater part of the region
within the famine zone, though the worst evils of a shortage in the
crops have been overcome to some extent by the construction of
railways. Nevertheless, the density of population is low, and does
not average 200 people to the square mile. These belong, as a rule,
to the Dravidian stock, and with many of them the standard of
living is exceedingly low.
THE EAST COAST REGIOX has on the whole a more fertile soil than
the Becc.an, its rainfall is greater^ and the lower courses of such
rivers as the Mahanadi, Godavari, Klstna* and Cauvery, afford
facilities for the irrigation of large areas. Hence rice is the most
important crop of the region, but it is replaced by millet where the
rainfall is less than 40 inches, as is the case between Madras and
the mouth of the Godavari. In the south, where the coastal area
broadens out in the districts of Madura and Tinneveily, the rain-
fall is also less than 40 inches, and cotton is important, Cambodia
being one of the chief varieties produced. The density of popula-
tion is greater than in the Deccan; in Madras It increases from less
than 400 per square mile in the north to over 460 in the south.
Of the towns, Madras is the most important, but like all the ports
of this region it is handicapped by its want of a good natural har-
bour. Among Its most important articles of export axe leather,
hides and skins, raw cotton, and piece goods. At Vizagapatam, in
the north, a large artificial harbour is under construction. The
small parts of Tuticom and Negapatam serve the southern districts.
X BURMA.1 In the Indo-Chinese peninsula, the mountain ranges f
which take their rise in the eastern extension oi the Tibetan plateau,
ran, as a general rule, from north to south, and are separated from
one another by the valleys of great rivers. Of these rivers the
Irrawaddy is the most important in Burma. After leaving Jj^ti
1 Banna was separated frons India in 1937.